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BARACK OBAMA

August 6, 2020

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the atomic bombings, I want to extend
my warm greetings to the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as you mark this
solemn anniversary.

One of the great honors of my presidency was visiting Hiroshima in 2016. You
have to stand in that place, where the bomb fell, to fully appreciate both the scale
of destruction that took place and the miracle of Hiroshima’s renewal. I will
always carry with me the memory of folding my orizuru and visiting the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and Park.

Above all, I will remember greeting the hibakusha, who carry with them the
memories of that day. As always, they call on us to never give up in our pursuit
of peace and a world where the miracles of science are harnessed to build, not
destroy. I am proud that the U.S.-Japan alliance represents that spirit, and will
always do my part to help it grow stronger.

[ know that this is a particularly poignant anniversary, as there are few hibakusha
with us. But I am heartened by the belief that their memory and example will
never fade. As I said in my speech in Hiroshima: “Someday, the voices of the
hibakusha will no longer be with us to bear witness. But the memory of the
morning of August 6, 1945, must never fade. That memory allows us to fight
complacency. It fuels our moral imagination. It allows us to change.”
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To His Excellency Hidehiko Yuzaki
Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture
6 August 2020

I offer cordial greetings to the organizers and participants in
the seventy-fifth solemn anniversary of the nuclear bombing of
Hiroshima in 1945, and in a special way to the hibakusha
survivors of the original tragedy.

I was privileged to be able to come in person to the cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki during my Apostolic Visit in November
last year, which allowed me to reflect at the Peace Memorial in
Hiroshima and at Hypocenter Park in Nagasaki on the destruction
of human life and property wrought in these two cities during those
terrible days of war three quarters of a century ago.

Just as I came to Japan as a pilgrim of peace last year, so
I continue to hold in my heart the longing of the peoples of our
time, especially of young people, who thirst for peace and make
sacrifices for peace. I carry too the cry of the poor, who are always

among the first victims of violence and conflict.

It has never been clearer that, for peace to flourish, all people
need to lay down the weapons of war, and especially the most



powerful and destructive of weapons: nuclear arms that can
cripple and destroy whole cities, whole countries. I repeat what I
said in Hiroshima last year: “The use of atomic energy for purposes
of war is immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is
immoral” (Address at the Peace Memorial, 24 November 2019).

May the prophetic voices of the hibakusha survivors of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki continue to serve as a warning to us and
for coming generations! To them, and to all who work for
reconciliation, we make the words of the psalmist our own: “For
love of my brethren and my friends, [ say: Peace upon you!”
(Ps 122:8).

Upon all who commemorate this solemn anniversary
I willingly invoke abundant divine blessings.

Frawets

From the Vatican, 15 July 2020
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