Hiroshima Junior International Forum 2024
Hiroshima Declaration
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Preamble
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We, the 86 participants from 24 countries, have gathered at the 9th Hiroshima Junior
International Forum in the City of Hiroshima from August 14th to 18th 2024. The forum's
objective is to emphasize the importance of youth involvement in global issues, achieve
peace, and influence positive change.
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In attending this forum, we developed a deep understanding of the historical context of
nuclear weapons and our role in shaping the world. We learned about the abolition of
nuclear weapons, the effects of violence, and obstructions to peace. After listening to the
moving story of a Hibakusha, we had the opportunity to learn that nuclear proliferation is a
problem that is as much ours as it is for the rest of the world. This forum created a peace-
minded community inspired by unique perspectives toward the abolition of nuclear weapons.
With what we learned, we are united and committed to peace and we take our first step to
creating a peaceful world by adopting our Hiroshima Declaration.
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We would like to express our sincerest gratitude to the Hiroshima Prefectural Government
for organizing this event, educating us about nuclear weapons, and providing us with the
incredibly valuable opportunity to share our ideas.This forum highlights the importance of
understanding different cultures in peacebuilding and of pursuing a world without nuclear
weapons. Now we start our collaborative journey towards creating a world where peace is
valued above all.
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Challenges and Solutions for the Nuclear Abolition
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Mistrust 13k

We recognize that mistrust is a major obstacle to denuclearization. Why would a nuclear
weapon state eliminate its nuclear weapons, if the state in question cannot trust other
nuclear weapon states to do the same? In the same way, why would non-nuclear weapon
states not attempt to obtain nuclear weapons, if they cannot trust nuclear weapon states and
do not believe they will not be intimidated by those nuclear weapon states? Mistrust
fundamentally incentivizes non-nuclear weapon states to acquire nuclear weapons as well
as encourages nuclear-weapon states to hold on to their existing nuclear arsenal.
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We propose to solve this mistrust by enhancing communication. By holding more
international conferences and forums, individuals from diverse countries and cultures can
learn about each other. Trust-building at the individual level will serve as the foundation for
trust-building at the community and even at the state level. Furthermore, mutual respect will
likely be fostered among all nations around the globe. As the people become more willing to
cooperate, they will elect leaders who are also more willing to cooperate. This will build
diplomatic relations between countries, which are crucial for building trust. We believe that
immediate action to develop trust is ultimately vital for a nuclear-weapon free world.
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Lack of Empathy IL@&o ka0

We recognize that there is an absence of empathy within individuals who don't feel
connected to the issue of the abolition of nuclear weapons. Many people feel that the
elimination of nuclear warheads is either an impossible goal or one that does not affect
them. This discourages them from advocating for abolition, which leads to a lack of pressure
on governments or global organizations to act upon nuclear disarmament.
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We propose establishing worldwide exhibitions about nuclear weapons-related to the victims
and the dangers of them. This can have an emotional impact on the visitors and make the
issue feel more real for them. For the majority of people it is difficult to comprehend the terror
of nuclear weapons. These exhibitions would increase access to the knowledge that will
inspire people, as not everyone has the privilege to visit Hiroshima. An additional solution is
for universities to make lectures and speeches about these issues open to the general
public. Through this, we can encourage people to advocate for the issue.
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Power Imbalance J1OAR®

We recognize the imbalance of power among nuclear weapon states. The amount of nuclear
weapons that different countries possess is vastly different. Thus, reducing the same amount
from each nuclear weapon state would disproportionately benefit countries with larger
nuclear arsenals, while putting countries with smaller nuclear arsenals at a disadvantage.
This creates little incentive to follow through with nuclear disarmament as it would make
those countries possessing smaller nuclear arsenals feel insecure.
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We propose nuclear disarmament methods that reduce nuclear arms in an equal proportion
within all nuclear weapon states. For instance, a country possessing 5,000 nuclear arms
would give up 500 nuclear weapons whereas a country possessing 500 would give up 50. In
this way, they both give up 10% of their nuclear arsenal. This would not upset the delicate
power balances between the countries nor would it allow nuclear disarmament methods to
disproportionately benefit one country over another. Furthermore, the United Nations should
offer military protection to ensure national security to any country that is willing to carry out
nuclear disarmament.
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Roles of the Young Generation for the Nuclear Abolition
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Education and Understanding #%& & Bifig

We, the young generation, need to educate others on the idea of nuclear abolition, so that they
can help us spread the word on how horrible nuclear weapons are. By spreading these ideas
we can help the general public and government officials fully understand how totally
destructive and devastating nuclear weapons are. An example of this, would be to hear more
about the tragedy of the atomic bombing from Hibakusha. The number of Hibakusha is
decreasing due to age, and to make matters worse even fewer of them are able to recall those
days. What they do remember should be recorded and translated into various languages so
that the history and their memories are never forgotten. We will also teach others the
importance of mutual understanding and peace, and encourage them to become
changemakers.
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We, as the youth of today, should participate in international peace activities through a
variety of programs organized by governments around the world. Even though we may not
have the financial means or ability to participate in such programs, it does not diminish our
worth or potential to contribute to these initiatives or events. Our passion and dedication are
what truly qualifies us to be part of this important and valuable cause. We, the young
generation, will encourage cultural exchange and deepening understanding with people from
various countries. This will be of immense help to spread and share the stories and
information on nuclear weapons and the effects they have, as well as sharing contrasting
opinions and views amongst the youth.
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Be the Voice REHITR5

We, the young generation, will share our thoughts through social media platforms not only in
English, but in various languages in order to spread our message around the globe.
Specifically, we can contact advertising companies to spread messages about the abolition
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of nuclear weapons. When more people in countries around the world can picture the
tragedy that the Hibakusha faced, they will begin to realize that such a tragedy must never
happen again.
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It is also important to pass our ideas and thoughts onto the next generations as well as

older generations. Writing poetry and sharing it through social media can have an impact on
older generations. Also, for the younger generation, we can create picture books in many
languages to cover not only English-speaking countries, but also other countries around the
world. These will not only have an impact on the next generation, but can also spread ideas
to the older generation.
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The Role of Hiroshima for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
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The Symbol of Peace AN

We expect Hiroshima to continue as the symbol of peace for it was the first city to be
attacked by a nuclear weapon. It is a place in which the local governments, universities, civil
organizations and its citizens work closely together to think about peace as a concept of
urban development, and to simultaneously advocate peace and reconciliation. We firmly
believe that peace means no nuclear weapons, no wars and no people suffering from a
shortage of food, resources, or health services. Hiroshima can serve as a reminder to the
world that war and killings can only lead to endless grief. Hiroshima should be the catalyst to
unite the hearts of people all over the world who oppose nuclear weapons. All the efforts of
Hiroshima in the past, present and future have and will continue to greatly contribute to the
denuclearization of the world and provide important references for other regions and
countries.
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Raise Awareness Ei%m -

We expect Hiroshima to increase the awareness of people with the remarkable and
impressive stories of the survivors. This can not only be created with lectures from teachers
but also by holding meetings with other international leaders, using social media, and taking
part in peaceful protests with inspiration from nonviolent leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi.
We all know that everyone’s opinion is different and that communication is key to fixing our
problems. In order to grow as a society, international leaders should come together and
discuss the problems concerned. In the twenty-first century, with advancing technology,
people around the world use social media on a daily basis. Therefore, spreading the
message through social media is more effective and will reach a wider audience. However,
the peaceful nature of the protests must continue to be emphasized. Peaceful nonviolent
protests are an essential way forward to spreading awareness and understanding.
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Share Stories WFEDILEH

We expect Hiroshima to share its own story with the world for the abolition of nuclear
weapons. On August 6th 1945, the bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima was a great
tragedy that cannot and should not be forgotten. We can learn a lot from the horrors that
were caused by the atomic bomb. The bombing caused not only immediate death on a
massive scale but also long lasting effects of radiation to the inhabitants of Hiroshima for
years to come. In addition to the physical effects of the bomb, there are also the mental side
effects such as survivors' guilt and lasting trauma. In order not to repeat the past, we must
share the stories of Hiroshima.
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Challenges and Solutions for a More Peaceful World
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We recognize the fact that there are multiple issues hindering us from achieving peace. One
of these challenges is power imbalance. The unequal distribution of resources and economic
opportunities leads to further deprivation of marginalized groups, where those in power often
exploit the vulnerable. Discrimination in various forms based on race, gender and identity
exacerbates these divides, creating societal fractures that hinder cooperation and mutual
respect. Without addressing these injustices, the oppression will likely continue, as it is all
tied to the domination of power causing fear and distrust.
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Propaganda u/3ij %

We recognize that propaganda comes in numerous forms, in particular, through
commercials, television programs, movies and social media. Propaganda is difficult to notice
because it has penetrated our daily lives in all forms of media. Such propaganda not only
prevents critical thinking but also directs individuals and communities to develop biased
perspectives on notable subjects such as political ideologies and social issues. This
undermines the foundations of a peaceful society, as it creates hostility and mistrust among
different groups. We encourage our governments to protect media freedom as well as to not
censor any information even if it negatively portrays governments.
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Solution f#RE

In order to create a more peaceful world, we make the following proposals as possible
solutions to the above-mentioned challenges. To address power imbalances, those in
positions of authority must actively work to assist the marginalized and powerless rather than
exploit them. A way for that is to guarantee equitable sharing of resources and opportunities.
To solve the issue of harmful propaganda, we propose promoting media literacy, and
educating people, especially but not limited to the young generation, how to determine
negative propaganda and counteract it. This can be done by looking at sources using
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reputable websites, cross checking, and not being swayed by emotions. This not only
empowers individuals to think critically but also fosters open-mindedness and acceptance of
diverse perspectives. By encouraging collaboration and understanding, we can collectively
work towards a more peaceful and just society.
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Role of the Young Generation to Build Peaceful Communities and Societies
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Education &

We, the youth of today, sincerely hope for peace in this time of ongoing major conflicts. In
achieving peace, one of the most important aspects is education. To communicate with
people from different backgrounds, we must learn about and strive to understand the
historical context of other cultures, such as by implementing common international standards
for education in the future. As it is known, conflict arises at times when mutual understanding
is hindered, it is our responsibility to educate ourselves and others about the world for future
stability.
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We, the young generation, in this age of advanced technology, plan to post reliable and
factual information, without political or personal biases, to spread awareness about previous
and current global issues. This can be done through the use of social media platforms to
discuss events such as the dropping of the atomic bomb on and the reconstruction of
Hiroshima. This will give people hope around the world about the future.
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Politics Bi&

We reaffirm the inherent dignity of all youth and our equal and inalienable rights to
participate, and raise our voices in decision-making processes in politics such as peace
negotiations. We, today's young generation, will strive to be a catalyst for change,
advocating for policy changes that lead toward peace. Therefore, we aim to engage directly
with politicians in legislative assemblies, where we can discuss and debate the topic of
peacebuilding. By doing so, we hope to influence political discourses and bring fresh
perspectives to the table.
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Roles of Hiroshima to Promote Peacebuilding
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Hiroshima as a Peace Memorial City Ffita#inis LTOLE

We recognize that nowadays education is crucial for the future, therefore, Hiroshima could
provide books telling its own story and making it available in as many languages as possible.
Adding to that, at this moment Hiroshima Prefectural Government has sister relationships
with three local governments, China’s Sichuan Province, the U.S. State of Hawaii, and
Mexico’s State of Guanajuato but it should engage with even more cities and states all
around the world to disseminate its experience.
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These two ideas can change the education of the entire world by the edification of younger
generations, by creating new debating spaces and passing on the legacy of Hibakushas’
testimonies to the younger generation.
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Hiroshima as an International Agent for the Future >R3EIZAT-EEEMpME L LTOEE

We expect Hiroshima to continuously contribute to the abolition of nuclear weapons by
holding events, such as this forum. We expect this forum to lead us to a future where the
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youth have essential roles in politics with a mindset in which everyone can discuss and
accept one another. In order to enable such a future, there are still many necessary efforts
that Hiroshima should make. Hiroshima can send professors and other such expert
professionals to educational institutions around the world to promote collaboration between
them.
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Hiroshima is an example of the self-destructive nature of mankind, but also a symbol of
second chances and the hope that people will learn from history and their mistakes.
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Closing
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We, the youth of today, will take on the responsibility of leading society and shaping the
future and vow to be the leading figures in achieving the abolition of nuclear weapons and
building peace around the world. This declaration shall serve as the testament to our words.
The first and most important step we shall take as the participants of the 9th Hiroshima
Junior International Forum is passing on our knowledge and experiences to our generation
and beyond and to a wider audience. We intend to do so in such ways that would be
accessible and appealing to the general public through presentations, speeches and social
media.
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Through the bonds we have strengthened here, we shall serve as bridges that connect every
corner of the world. We will put an end to discrimination through understanding each other.
We will resolve conflicts not by bullets, but by words. As prospective leaders, we will carry on
holding international exchange events and campaigns, expanding these opportunities to
other parts of the world. Participating in these events would create further opportunities for
everyone to have a chance of a peaceful life. In Hiroshima, which is the symbol of peace and
human resilience, we make this solemn pledge.
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