Hiroshima Junior International Forum 2025
Hiroshima Declaration
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Preamble
A3

We, the 85 participants from 24 countries, have gathered at the 10th Hiroshima Junior
International Forum from August 14th to 18th 2025, marking the 80th year since the
dropping of the atomic bombs. The objective of this forum is to emphasize the importance of
youth, and the city of Hiroshima as pioneers in global issues including the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and to influence positive changes around the world through peacebuilding,
leading to a better tomorrow.

=Bl 24 BENS OB 85 40ld, JFIER T 6 80 ERIZH T2 5 2025 48 /1 14~18 HIZHH
EINTE 10 BIOALEV2=THEHEZ7 4 —F LB NE LTI, K7 +—F LOHMIL, HF
eb. T U THESFEREEZIZIUD & T 2HERBUROBED A =7 & L TOJL BT O HEM
g L, SEREELZ B CHRAPTORY T 4 T RERICEELZHE 2, L0 BV HE~DRT
HZ LT,

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Prefectural Government of
Hiroshima for this wonderful opportunity, and all the lessons we have learned. They have
provided us not only high-level lectures from distinguished professors, but also personal
testimonies from hibakusha, and the chance to meet young people committed to the cause.
This forum has led us to understand the need for exchanging ideas, and cultures within other
countries as well as the need for keeping an open mind. From today, we embark on a
journey to a peaceful future without nuclear weapons.
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Throughout these five days, we have gained insight regarding the complicated relationship
between peace and conflict. We learned about the devastating effects caused by nuclear
weapons and the obstacles that stand in the way of nuclear abolition. This forum has guided
us to gain a deeper understanding of the status quo within global politics over nuclear
weapons, along with the revival of Hiroshima from ashes. Furthermore, we have become
acutely aware of the vital role that we, the young people, occupy in these matters and the
necessity to develop the mindset essential to take action, now and into the future. Therefore,
this forum has inspired us to renew our dedication to a peaceful future. With that, we
proclaim the Hiroshima Declaration be adopted.
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Abolition of Nuclear Weapons: Challenges and Solutions
B e e O R & IR

Challenges ZFeH

As progress in nuclear disarmament has slowed in recent years, the abolition of nuclear
weapons has yet to be realized. In this area, we recognize the current problems regarding
nuclear weapons, which include modernizing and strengthening nuclear arsenals by all
nuclear armed countries.
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We, the young generation, recognize that the lack of transparency of and accountability for
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy would have the possibility to cause further nuclear
proliferation and at the same time, it renders a lack of understanding and stalls the abolition
of nuclear weapons which is a danger to all.
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We acknowledge that nuclear armed states may consider the possession of nuclear
weapons not only for their security but also as a symbol of being technologically advanced
thus making it difficult for those states to support international efforts towards nuclear
abolition without making themselves vulnerable.

ERAEL, BRdaohf 2 B EoLekiE 720 TIER < S e o g e L
THRLTEY, BREbHEWISHIZE S 2 &7 S BEFEEIC T 72 BRI BGL 2 3R 4 5
TEBRHLL o TWDDO TRV, R BT R L T ET,

Solutions AR

In response to the challenges we have identified, we recognize the need for:

® developing trust and mutual understanding between countries as well as their citizens
enhancing understanding about nuclear weapons and their danger

strengthening global nuclear taboo

improving efficiency in media coverage on the topic of nuclear weapons abolition
convincing people of the need for tackling challenges towards the abolition of

nuclear weapons.
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The Role of the Young Generation for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
Bz e AR T 7o AR OB E

Education #%&

Through peace education, we hope to raise awareness of the futility of nuclear weapons and
foster a new generation who will work towards a world without nuclear weapons.

As seen in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the use of nuclear weapons causes widespread
devastation and untold human loss. While this power is argued to be for national security, it
will involve an enormous sacrifice on a massive scale on the side of mankind. We believe that
peace can be achieved by other means than nuclear weapons.
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In our time in Hiroshima, we came to know that peace education is well established in local
elementary and junior high schools. We believe that we can be part of the promotion of this
kind of peace education and that Hiroshima can be the starting point of the movement to make
it part of compulsory education worldwide. We should not forget that in the 80 years since the
end of the war, the number of atomic bomb survivors has been decreasing every year. Peace
education has played an integral role in passing on the stories of these atomic bomb survivors.
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We believe that it is imperative to enhance, expand and continue peace education so that we,
the younger generation, can be part of the legacy storytellers who pass on the message of the
atomic bomb survivors for generations to come.
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Dissemination of Information and Knowledge /5# * #i7%DER

We, the younger generation, commit to spread the idea of nuclear abolition internationally
through the power of social media. By using these platforms, we can improve and widen
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access to information and knowledge while simultaneously enhancing and promoting
international exchange. Furthermore, our generation should endeavour to share and spread
the globally important issue of nuclear abolition within our peers as well as with younger and
older generations alike in our local communities. For example, by using local and school
newspapers or other sources of media, we can introduce future generations to the idea of
nuclear abolition from an early age and continue the lessons we have learned here.
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Stories and Voices B3> &~

We, the youth, can combine the voices of atomic bomb survivors with our voices and share
them to the world through social media, not only using English but also using other languages.
We can also create videos interviewing hibakusha to spread their voices and stories that
should never be forgotten. We can start on a small-scale and make them gradually bigger and
better over time. One possible way in the future is to utilize tools like Al technology as support
to help us create works of art, books and other forms of media. While maintaining the originality
of human work and emotional depth of the A-bomb survivors (hibakusha) stories, we can
spread their experiences more internationally.

R BERIL, REEL T TRMOFTFELM > T, JUBHREEOF L AT bR ZfHE D
JF. V=T VAT 4 T TCHFUIRET A ZENTEET, Fho, eI U aADAf U HFE
2a—EEZEEL, IRLTENTIRLRWES OFRERBRREZILO L Z b TEET, /b
SBRBEDBIRD, R AT TREATEALIER L, dETEET, fRNICBEZ 61D 1
DOFEE, AL Ele EOFEER— N LTEHL, 7—h, HFE, 20O AT ¢
TR DORIEICRL TS Z LT, AFNEBIOM A M & JFEEE (e X7 v y) @
RPN FFORENERIRA AR BN D, R BITZ OB A L0 HEEMIZIRD 5 Z 3T
TET,

The Role of Hiroshima for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
IR BEMEIZ )T 7 S e D1

New Cultures #7L X1

We expect Hiroshima to build new kinds of peace cultures through media and art, technologies
and tourism. For instance, Hiroshima could initiate travelling exhibitions of the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum in different countries, allowing people worldwide to experience its
resources and testimonies firsthand. By sharing its exhibits internationally, Hiroshima would
give foreign communities direct access to historical artifacts and survivor stories, thereby
deepening global understanding of the devastating consequences of nuclear weapons.
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In addition, Hiroshima could use Al to create interactive hibakusha conversations in the
museum to keep the legacy alive. It could be possible to digitalize the archives of atomic
bombing as well. We also would like to see Hiroshima invest in film and animation productions
for visual representation of the horrific nuclear events on August 6 and 9, 1945, in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.
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TPNW and Leading the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
BT IL A & BT i D L

We believe Hiroshima should emerge as a leading advocate of the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) and work to persuade countries with nuclear weapons to join
the treaty. Hiroshima should become the central hub for summits on the abolition of nuclear
weapons, working with the United Nations to a peaceful future. Hiroshima should further
increase collaboration with international NGOs such as the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) to realize a world without nuclear weapons. To make the first steps
towards nuclear disarmament, well-funded research and widespread international knowledge
of the tragic danger of radioactivity is critically important as well.
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Education #7&

We believe that Hiroshima should share its perspectives on nuclear weapons with people of
the world and also become a place to exchange opinions about peace and the abolition of
nuclear weapons as well as building and sustaining a platform for people worldwide to come
and learn from each other. We expect Hiroshima to provide the youth with education to
promote exchanging opinions with people around the world on nuclear weapons. By giving
many opportunities to learn about the historical background of World War Il and nuclear
weapons, international situations, and the importance of peace, it is possible to obtain the
ability to share ideas with others through discussions and presentations, which is increasingly
needed lately.
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In addition, it is important for Hiroshima Prefecture to cooperate with educational institutions
to improve the English language skills of the younger generation so that they will be able to
exchange opinions on nuclear abolition with people around the world. This will enable them to
tell the tragedy of Hiroshima to the world in their own words. It will also contribute to the training
of English-speaking successors of the atomic bomb survivors.
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Challenges and Solutions for a More Peaceful World
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Despite the rapid development of digital media and communication platforms, public
awareness regarding issues of war and peace remains alarmingly low. This is partly due to
the way information is often filtered or controlled by private interests, as well as the lack of
appeal these topics have for people focused on their daily lives. People are so preoccupied
with material concerns that they often fail to engage with global problems, perceiving them as
distant and irrelevant. This prevalent indifference poses a serious barrier to achieving global
peace, as uninformed or misinformed populations are less likely to support meaningful change,
or worse, may unintentionally uphold systems that perpetuate conflicts.
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To address this issue, we believe a collaborative and holistic approach is essential.
Cooperation between governments, educational institutions, media, and civil society can help
ensure open access to information and foster a culture of active civic engagement.
Furthermore, enhancing equality of living conditions across social classes should be pursued,
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breaking down rigid hierarchies that limit opportunities. Only by creating a more equal and
informed society can we establish and build the foundation for lasting peace.
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The Danger of Misinformation %5 /= [§8R DB M

Another problem is misinformation which is often combined with a lack of access to correct
information, which leads people to closed mindsets and biased standpoints. For example,
social media uses complex algorithms to show us results that it decides relevant to us. When
we search for a certain question or topic, the algorithm will continue to show us stories, links
and videos on our feed, but less of the content it decides to exclude, such as contents that
may contain information that could have given us a different perspective. Consequently, this
is one of the reasons why xenophobia, nationalism, and other forms of discrimination increase.
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To overcome this issue, we propose a series of solutions. Three of the most important
solutions are improving education, raising internet literacy, and ensuring everyone is aware of
global issues that affect us all. In order to create a common set of values, we have to express
our opinions and ideas while listening to others’ ideas as well. We also have to acquire
accurate information to stay connected and spread the message of peace. Other solutions
include collaborating across the whole of society both domestically and internationally. Finally,
enhancing equality among social classes on the national level, through intercultural interaction,
interfaith and non-faith dialogue and mutual understanding.
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Economical Inequality #RFHIL#Z=E

There is still an unequal distribution of resources which constitutes structural violence because
even though some people cannot afford to meet their basic needs, there are still some
unfortunate situations when the most needy sectors of society have their access to means
limited and in some cases taken away from them. This is exacerbated by a distribution system
that does not tax the rich fairly and overburdens the less well-off.
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On top of the aforementioned social inequality, developing countries lack effective welfare
programs, making the situation of the poor extremely precarious. To solve this challenge, the
international community should invest more in developing countries. Also, it should provide
free and high-quality education, so that people in developing countries can learn and develop
critical thinking skills to foster innovation and clear thought processes. In addition, it is vital to
enhance people’s well-being to give people freedom and allow them to choose among different
paths of life.
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The Role of the Young Generation to Build Peaceful Communities and
Societies
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We, the young generation, are living in a world affected by misinformation, deepfakes, and
algorithms promoting negativity. Although social media allows us to connect people across
borders, it can also bias opinions and enforce negative stereotypes, causing societal
division. It is up to us to use information safely and share it responsibly.
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Hence, we will strive to ensure information integrity. We will verify facts before publication
and provide people with comprehensive content from and using reliable sources. We will
correct our mistakes publicly, translate contents into globally used languages, and we will
clearly label contents manufactured by Al. We aim to utilize social media to let scientists,
teachers, journalists, peacebuilders hear local voices, and to share survivors’ testimonies
around the world without bias or prejudice. Of course, peace has to take place and exist
beyond the smartphone, tablet and computer screen and we will encourage a kind and
respectful approach.
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Attitude to Create a Better World J ¥ BV \HHIRFBIH T 3 7= D D L

We, the young generation, commit to promoting understanding, compassion and kindness
not only on a personal level, but also on a societal level. In the world we live in today, faced
with numerous injustices and sufferings, the key to peace is the capacity to empathize with
each other.
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In order to create a better world, we need to understand other nations and take into account
everyone’s needs. We commit to listening intently, disagreeing without hatred, and being
open to compromise. Many wars and conflicts have their roots in the tendency to prioritize
ourselves. The key to overcoming this fatal flaw in our thought process is by being aware
and self-conscious of what this tendency entails for others. Fostering peaceful relationships
amongst ourselves is vital in promoting international understanding and enhanced global
peacebuilding.
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Addressing Politics B4 ~DH#

We, the young generation, also have to address political problems. Those in power often do
not face the same issues as the citizens that they are supposed to serve and so it is up to us
to make them aware of the daily challenges that people face day in and day out.
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To overcome this issue, we, the youth of today, need to be encouraged to voice our
opinions. Thus, there is a need for all young people, ourselves included, to be taught that
every vote counts. Even though many of us have yet to reach voting age, we can still
discuss our opinions with adults. Despite being young, our words still have the power to
change minds.
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The Role of Hiroshima for Peacebuilding
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Hiroshima, is a city reborn from the ashes of unimaginable loss. We, the people from all over
the world, are witnesses to this. This experience does not make us despair but makes us
hopeful and encourages us to take action and ensure that no city, no town, and no village
should ever endure such suffering again. Our history impels us to convert grief into action,
and destruction into hope.

ISR, A AT A IR OBET I B A LA 9, R B A 2 232 DFEA
TY, 29 LRI BICHESE 50 Tide <l Mz, ToHaiL 3+ X581
LET, W7o 8msb, ITh, b, ZEEZEOXIRELHEZKD ) NETIIRWV L
FEaEEd, bR, ABLAZITEI~, BEEEZHLEEHRT 5 L9 IR B ZBEY
NTHDTT,

Continuance of Current Initiatives Bi7E D 2= EHIEE| DiksE

Hiroshima plays a crucial role in advocating peace throughout the world. By serving as a
prime example of reconciliation and reconstruction, Hiroshima clearly portrays the atrocities
of war and how they affect its population even now. As a result of the brutalities that
occurred, Hiroshima has taken the initiative to promote peace through education, exhibitions,
workshops, community activities, and hosting international forums such as this one. All of
these are necessary actions that should never be paused to help achieve a peaceful world.
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Moreover, Hiroshima should promote various forms of storytelling and create spaces where
more people can learn and speak about peace without feeling intimidated. While the tragic
realities of wars are being conveyed, we also need a variety of approaches, such as cultural
and artistic outlets, that ease the resistance to engage with topics of war and peace. While
new initiatives are important, we expect Hiroshima to continue current peacebuilding
activities even when changes are slow.
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Be the Leading Promoters in Resilience and Cooperation
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Hiroshima is a living example that reconstruction and peacebuilding is not only possible but
practically achievable. As an initiative, Hiroshima should share its achievements and provide
advice or support to other countries based on its experience. It is vital to increase and
expand discussions and negotiations between a wide range of countries, and topics of
peacebuilding, in occasions like the Hiroshima Round Table. While each person and
community hold a different perception of peace, we must find common ground through
dialogue, and address the root causes of conflict and move toward shared goals together.
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Moreover, Hiroshima should act as a mentor and support other prefectures to start their own
peace programs. Currently, there is no standardized nationwide peace education system, so
there is a regional gap between Japanese prefectures, and some regions lack the foundation
for peacebuilding actions. Peace education also heavily relies on the individual teacher and
each school. Since it is hard to initiate a new project from scratch, we expect Hiroshima to
become an advisor while also simultaneously setting a precedent and supporting other
regions to develop peace education nationwide and motivate groups of individuals to start
their own peace projects.
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Closing
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80 years after the tragedy here in Hiroshima, we have learned that the ever-present threat of
violence has stained humanity. Yet, we have also witnessed the will and potential of those
who have risen from the ashes and created a brighter future. We have been deeply inspired
by the earnest voices from Hiroshima and their unceasing calls for peace, which have turned
the devastation and scars into lessons and hope for future peace. We therefore affirm that a
world without nuclear weapons and without gunfire and shelling is not a futile hope, but a
concrete and resolute goal - one that must be realized, one, destined to be realized.
Reaching peace in a way that can be sustained signifies an urgent priority for us all.
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As the young representatives of the future, we solemnly declare this vow. After we return to
our homes, we will remind our families, friends, and colleagues of the stories that we have
learned and must never be forgotten. We will refuse to follow the convention of silence or
turn away, and instead, stand firm and speak with conviction. Addressing the fundamental
economic and political structures is our ultimate commitment. We will harness our skills,
knowledge, and creativity as educators to share the dreams we hold. We will be the
generation that turns promises into actions, fear into understanding, and division into
cooperation. Let our time in Hiroshima be not the end of a one-off exchange, but the
beginning of a never-ending dialogue and lifelong commitment to peace.
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